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Introduction 
 	Generally, the current laws in regard to the issue of voting rights for all convicted felons in Texas denies them of their eligibility to vote. The Texas citizens who have been incarcerated in Texas have been prevented from any form of voting. Those on parole or probation have been prevented from engagement in voting. In Texas individuals can only vote after their parole and prison has taken place. The Texas law allows individual rights to be automatically restored once they have completed their release from the prison. In addition, ex-offenders should be allowed to register to vote (Jones, 2016). Currently, even the ex-convicts who have completed their parole are not allowed to vote in Texas. This acts a major discriminatory policy that prevents the citizens from participating in social, political and economic decisions (Jones, 2016).  Preventing citizens who are ex-convicts from participating in electoral processes is a retrogressive policy aimed at preventing individuals from becoming participants in the electoral process. 
 Reasons for changing these laws 
	I personally believe these retrogressive laws in Texas need to be reformed. The first reason is that the right to vote is enshrined in the constitution. Individuals have been given the right to vote through specified laws that have been adopted in the constitution. The existing laws include the terms of supervision, the parole states and incarceration polices. The constitution is clear that the right to vote has only minimum qualifications such as being a U.S citizen and being mentally competent (Crain & Perkins, 2015). 
	The second reason why the laws should be transformed is that they are discriminatory in nature. This is due to the fact that individuals who have received final conviction are prevented from engaging in the voting process. For this reason, there is a need to establish laws that encourage individuals to participate in the electoral process.  Felons have not been able to vote in states such as Texas after they have completed their sentences. It is essential to ensure that establishment of laws that would lead to individuals participating in the electoral process. This would ensure that correct laws are made to improve the voting process. States can determine a felon is eligible to vote through establishment of correct policies that would improve their involvement in the electoral process. This can be done through involvement of individuals in the voting process (Richards, 2002). 
Who will not benefit 
	The reforms to the voting rights in Texas should only benefit individuals who have completed their sentences and ex-convicts. Individuals on parole and probation may be denied the ability to participate in the electoral process. The ex-convicts might have reformed as a result of their sentences. This gives them the ability to participate in the electoral process to ensure that they have been involved in the political decision making. This will also transform the ability for many individuals to participate in the electoral processes and decision making. This will promote the ability of many individuals to engage in the political decision making (Manza & Uggen, 2016). 
	Allowing the ex-convicts to participate in the electoral process will have a significant impact to the political parties. This is due to the fact that many individuals would be engaged in the process would contribute to involvement in the electoral process. More people would become involved in elections, which would encourage members to participate in elections. Once more people have been involved in the electoral processes, it is clear that discriminatory laws and policies would be ended in the country (Richards, 2002). There would be more efficient policies that would encourage more public participation for the people in the electoral processes. There is a need to ensure that the right to vote has been provided to every individual. The establishment of these laws would encourage many individuals to participate in political processes hence encourage many individuals to be involved in electoral processes and encourage more participation of the individuals (Crain & Perkins, 2015). 
Conclusion 
	To sum it up, it is clear that a resident with final conviction in Texas is not allowed to vote. However, felons who have completed their punishment such as parole, prison sentence, pardon and probation are exempted from punishment. Since these individuals must reregister, it is important to establish policies that would ensure that these laws have been changed. In order to engage the electoral process in Texas, there are two things that need to be done to transform the electoral process by making it accountable and not discriminating the voters. Through empowerment of voters in terms of their self-awareness, it is essential to promote democracy by encouraging more individuals to participate in the electoral process. The transformation of Texas law to encourage more individuals to participate in the electoral process is one of the ways that can be adopted to improve the election of many individuals in Texas. 


References
Crain, E., & Perkins, J. (2015). Introduction to Texas politics. Australia: Wadsworth/Thompson Learning.
Jones, E. W. (2016). Practicing Texas politics: A brief survey. Boston: Houghton Mifflin 
Manza, J., & Uggen, C. (2016). Locked out: Felon disenfranchisement and American democracy. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Richards, D. A. J. (2002). Once upon a time in Texas: A liberal in the lone star state. Austin, Tex: University of Texas Press.
Top of Form
Top of Form
Top of Form
Top of Form
Bottom of Form
 Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

